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Week 6 
“He will show you a large 
upper room furnished with 
couches, all prepared. Make 
the preparations for us 
there.” Mk 14

Just as a woodworker reveals the beauty of the grain 
in the timber she is working, so God is revealed to us 
in the depths of the forests. Just as the craftsman  
patiently works around the knotholes he finds, so 
God is forgiving of our flaws when we recognize our 
despoiling of creation and express our sorrow.

Rainforest timbers produce beautiful  
furniture. Do you know where your  
furniture comes from?   

Has it come from rainforests overseas? 
 
Has it come from our old growth forests?
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Rainforests contain remnants of Gondwanan forests 
where we find the origins of plant life.  

They are only about 2% of our total forest area but 
contain enormous biodiversity. Australian rainforests 
have suffered from clearing for 200 years, including for 
furniture timber. Damage to them is long-term because 
they require a continuous canopy which allows 
flourishing understorey life and activity on the forest 
floor. 
 
Find out where Australia’s rainforests 
are. What do you notice about their  
location?  
 
How might their location affect the  
impact of climate change on them?

Walking into a rainforest awakens the senses: 
the coolness, the filtered light, the moisture, the 
surprise of a colourful butterfly or an orchid high 
up in the branches, the twisting vines and the 
buttressed roots. It is a place of mystery that with 
open minds and hearts leads to wonder-filled 
discovery. It stirs the heart to pray.  
 
How are rainforests protected now? 
Find out at the Australian Rainforest 
Conservation Society  
www.rainforest.org.au
 
“It is obvious that designs for houses 
ought to conform to the nature of the 
country and diversity of climate.”
Marcus Vitravious Pollio, Rome, 1st Century BC

 God Challenging…..

Reflection

Getting to know Rainforests

  God Revealing…..

Before I flew I was already 
aware of how small and  
vulnerable our planet is; but 
only when I saw it from space, 
in all its ineffable beauty and  
fragility, did I realize that  
human kind’s most urgent task 
is to cherish and preserve it for 
future generations.
Sigmund Jähn, astronaut

Jesus grew up with Joseph, a carpenter, so he 
may have had a keen eye for good furniture!

Before you buy new furniture, find out 
how to check that it is not  
rainforest or old growth timber.   
http://au.fsc.org/

“The spirit of God is a life that bestows 
life...root of the world-tree and wind in its 
boughs” 
Hildegard of Bingen, 11th century 

 God Inspiring…..
Meditation

Patrick Crowley
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